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Fields of

GREEN

The coastal garden havens in Miami offer scenic
diversity and harmonious tranquility.
BY PETER A, BALASKAS

Wiasn sxvisioning Miams, THE MIND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY
conjures ugp images of sandy shores and agquananne waters. It's a
beautitul pacture—although incosplete. In addition 1o irs sgature
coustil vistas, the Mun area = also home 10 an enurely differeat
kind of landscape, Secret gandens, hadden throughour the region,
offer u trunguil place for those
who desire natueal beauty and
simple serenity to calm the soul
These green sprces, some in the
most unexpected plices, allow vis
1tors and resadents alike 1o escape
trom their busy Tves as they revel
10 the debeate splaxlor of these
exquisite gardens. From the koi
pomsls at Bal Harbour Shops 1o
the renowned Kampong jist a
short drve from Miami Beach,
cxplore what cach of these pictur
esque sanctanes has to offer.

Bal Harbour Shope Kol
Ponds and Water Gardens
Creatively  designed by the
Biscayne  Group—under  the

guidance of Randy Whitman, the son of Bal Harbour Shops' owner
and developer Stanley Whitman— the Bal Harbour Kor Ponds and
Water Gardens combine Eastern influences with the cosmopolitan
surrouxhings of one of the most lugh-end shopping centers 1n the
country, Al theee ponds are crlted in hard-edged, square-fike geo
metric patterns and are home to turtles and Japunese kot fish whose
watrin colors vary from o hot white 1o cherry red

Whitman paints aut thar anly ane pond was originally installed i
the courtyard, but its popalarity resulted in creating two mone ponds:
one on the opposite sxle of Bal Harbour Shops and the other in the
marn plaza, whoch hos 2 ghiss cover that allows visstoss 1o walk on the
surtace and watch the koi beneath them,

“1 suggrested tuming these wrats bnto u fish pond to create o warm

Approximately 60 specias of pakms flourtsh
at the Miami Beach Botanical Garden

and pleasant fecl, similar 10 what residential communities have,”
Whinman says. “We had no idea how popular the ponds would be,
espeaially among families and childsen. People cnjoy taking pi

tures of the tertles and fish.”

Special “low-light™ arcs mside the oall are home 10 spiky bro

melind  pluns, dark Chinese
evergroens, bidy palms and the
phalacnopsis orchads known for
bvender colors that set them
apart from their green surroad

wgr. Other tropical vegetation
inchades specal aguatic plants
Tike uensbeelks papyrus palos from
Madsgascar and violer Egypeian
inscs, Palm trees and water foun

taina of diffcrenr sizes and shapes
border the pands and water gar

dems. Providing a full visual dis

play, one of the water fountains
» T shaped and two - tiened, witl)
wilerspouts erupting from  the
upper level and caseading down
10 the fountain's hody.

Whitman knows that visitors
will enjoy the vinully dynamic emvimnment that the kai ponds and
water gandens offer, whether they are walking, shopping or diming.
“People like the outdoor gasden atmosphere thar we have at the Bal
Harbouwr Shops,” lie says. “They eat owtdoors yeir-round, even when
1'% hot outside in the summmer months, beciuse of the shde provaded
Ly the landscaped walloways und tropical plants.”

Miami Beach Botanical Garden

Only 7 males south from Bal Harbour Shops, the Maami Beach
Botamical Guarden sits snugly between the Holocaust Memonal
and the Muuni Beach Comvention Center. When walking through
the entrance on the corner of 19h Street and Convention Center
Drrive, visitors will first breathe in the scent of the yhug-ylag tree,






